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LETS START TALKING: BREMEN, GERMANY 
 
 This past summer, Nicole Mullican and Andrew 
Neal, two CSC members, took part in Let’s Start      
Talking. This program pairs fluent English speakers 
with those who are seeking to learn the language. The 
lessons are taught from the Bible with a focus on the 
gospel. The two of them were sent to Bremen,        
Germany to participate. I (Jordan Andershock) asked 
Nicole to talk about some of the team’s experiences 
while overseas. Here is her response: 
 

My project was incredible! I had the privilege of 
reading with six people in one-on-one sessions for five 
weeks. I was focused on two concepts: sharing Jesus and 
sharing myself. As people who were interested in im-
proving their English came each day and read God’s 
Word, I shared with them the gospel of Luke. The goal 
was to plant seeds and minister to them, while also 
spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. The LST minis-
try provided me the opportunity to share my salvation 
story as I also shared my native language with people 
who were eager to learn. I had the chance to build many 
friendships and serve as an illustration for the difference 
Jesus makes in our lives. 

 
My readers varied in age between three and fifty-

two. I really enjoyed that! My youngest reader, Paula, 
was from a family already involved in the church. 
Paula’s family actually moved to the United States the 
same day I left Germany to come home. Her father will 
be studying the Bible in Texas for the next year. I had 
another reader who was ten years old, two readers who 
were my age, a lady in her thirties, and another in her 
fifties. I could tell so many stories about these women. 
Each had a unique background, which led to completely 
different reading experiences. Only one of my readers 
had any kind of religious background. She said she signed 
up for the sessions just to have someone to talk about 
the Bible with. In contrast, I had some readers who had 
never heard the story of the virgin birth! I was told only 
a third of the German population attend church. I was 
also told going to church is something for past genera-
tions or something you do when you’re old. Being from 
the Bible Belt, this was completely foreign to me.      
Although none of my readers, except Paula, attended 
church, I couldn’t believe how open-minded and accept-
ing they were of the Bible. I found that they weren’t, 
per say, “against” what the Bible teaches. They were 

just unaware of what the Bible has to say. With each 
lesson I could see my readers becoming more and more 
interested. They became hungry for the Word and could 
not wait to study further. To say that this was amazing 
would be a HUGE understatement! I had one reader tell 
me, “You know, I never thought I would believe in this 
stuff, but now….” She  later asked to come to church 
with me that Sunday.  Another reader laughed in my 
face and mocked the Bible during our first session. That 
same reader started attending church with me two 
weeks later. This is exactly why I went! Except for the 
younger two, ALL of my readers have continued their 
sessions since my return to the US. 

 
So, it’s now 4:30 AM on Monday morning and time 

for me to come home. Nope. The first flight was        
delayed, and later cancelled, causing our team to miss 
all of our connecting flights. We reclaimed our luggage 
and made our way to the complementary hotel. We 
were so bummed. My teammate Svetlana said, “I just 
feel like there’s a reason we didn’t get on that plane.” I 
mentioned Paula’s family, the Renken’s, moving to     
Texas the day after we were supposed to leave. Well, 
we were sitting at the hotel restaurant the night our 
flight got cancelled. All of a sudden, Rudiger, the      
father, started tapping on the window beside our table. 
They were dropping their luggage off at the airport 
when they saw us sitting inside. We get up and run out-
side thinking we could tell them goodbye one last time. 
When we get outside he tells us his oldest daughter    
Rebecca, who was also one of our readers, has decided 
she wants to put her faith in Christ! Everyone rushed to 
the church and her father baptized her immediately. If 
we hadn’t missed that flight and if we hadn’t been    
eating supper at the same time the Renkens were    
dropping off their luggage, we would have missed it! 
God was definitely at work. I couldn’t stop smiling! 
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OUTREACH ON CAMPUS 
Zak Coleman, Outreach Coordinator on the Student Leadership Team 
 
Every Wednesday at noon, a few students from the CSC grab Bibles, leaflets, and a canopy, and head out to   
Pedestrian Walkway -- the busiest intersection on campus -- to set up shop. Although we have a rotation        
organized, for an hour or so, anyone who has spent time at the CSC is invited to come out to our booth and help 
spread the word to students on campus. 
  
Through this simple outreach, we've been able to have conversations with many students who are interested in 
Christianity. We've also handed out hundreds of fliers to passerby's who may recognize the CSC name, but aren't 
quite sure who we are. While it may only be for an hour a week, getting students aware that there is a group of 
students who love God and each other just around the corner makes hauling the tent and breaking out of our 
comfort zones completely worth it. 

CONNECTING WITH SUPPORTING CONGREGATIONS 
Tyler Ellis, Campus Minister 
 
Last Sunday, in case you were wondering why I was skipping church at Laurel, I had the privilege of preaching 
for Hardin Valley Church of Christ. It was a real joy to meet so many people who support and care about the 
work at the CSC.  In fact, some of their members will be hosting our Wednesday lunch this week! 


